
FIELD OF STREAMS
field guide



DO NOT DUPLICATE

FIELD OF STREAMS



Dissolved oxygen (DO):

•	 0-2 mg/L: not enough oxygen to support life.
•	 2-4 mg/L: only a few fish and aquatic insects can survive.
•	 4-7 mg/L: good for many aquatic animals, low for cold water fish.
•	 7-11 mg/L: very good for most stream fish/insects.

Temperature:

•	 Maximum temperature for warm water life is 27 C° 
(80.6 F˚).

•	 Maximum temperature for cold water life is 20 C° (68 
F˚).

Turbidity/clarity (sediment concentration):

pH (acidity):

Turbidity:

•	 Amount of cloudiness/haziness of a fluid caused by particles (like smoke or fog in the air) which is referred to 
as sediment

Dissolved Oxygen (DO):

•	 Amount of oxygen present in water (measured in milligrams per liter)

http://extension.usu.edu/waterquality/whats-in-your-water/aquatic_macroinvertebrates (water quality standards)

https://programs.iowadnr.gov/bionet/ (aquatic macroinvertebrate specifics)

http://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Water-Quality/Water-Monitoring/IOWATER/Library (water quality in Iowa)
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The University of Iowa prohibits discrimination in employment, educational programs, and activities on the basis of 
race, creed, color, religion, national origin, age, sex, pregnancy, disability, genetic information, status as a U.S. veteran, 
service in the U.S. military, sexual orientation, gender identity, associational preferences, or any other classification 
that deprives the person of consideration as an individual. The university also affirms its commitment to providing 
equal opportunities and equal access to university facilities. For additional information on nondiscrimination 
policies, contact the Director, Office of Equal Opportunity and Diversity, the University of Iowa, 202 Jessup Hall, 
Iowa City, IA, 52242-1316, 319-335-0705 (voice), 319-335-0697 (TDD), diversity@uiowa.edu.

State Hygienic Laboratory
at the University of Iowa

Iowa’s Environmental and Public Health Laboratory
www.shl.uiowa.edu


